The risk of antidepressant treatment versus the risk of major depression itself on the development of the fetus is a long-term subject of debates. Particularly important are possible delayed consequences on mental well-being which can occur later in life. The aim of the present studies was to verify the hypothesis that perinatal exposure to venlafaxine has impact on hormones involved in stress coping as well as on anxiety and depressionlike behaviour of adult offspring.
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